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When Emperor William in turn ascended the throne, he
at once proceeded to follow his father* s example, and to
invest his own wife with the Black Eagle, in order to place
her, as the reigning empress, upon the same level in this
particular respeet, as her mother-in-law, the dowager em-
press* It may be taken for granted that henceforth the
Order of the Black Eagle will remain a prerogative of all
the consorts of the kings of Prussia and emperors of Ger-
many.
The whole youth of the empress was spent at Prinkenau,
the fine country seat of her parents, which is now owned
by her brother. Those days were varied only by visits to
her uncle, Prince Christian of Schleswig-Holstein, who
makes his home in England, where he is married to Queen
Victoria's daughter Helena, and to her relatives, the
Prince and Princess Hohenlohe. The emperor first made
her acquaintance during a day's shooting at Prinkenau.
He was en route to the chateau, when, having lost his way
in the forest, he met a young girl, of whom he inquired
his whereabouts and how to proceed. This was the Princess
Augusta-Victoria, and he always declared that he fell in
love with her from that moment.
She was, therefore, a total stranger to Berlin court life
and Berlin society at the time of her marriage, and at first
found it very difficult to adapt herself to the formal eti-
quette by which royal personages are surrounded at Berlin.
It was here that her American aunt, Countess Waldersee,
came to her assistance, instructed her, and acted as her
mentor, not only in matters of etiquette and manner, but
in the attitude to be observed towards the various members
of Berlin society as well.
It is as a mother that the empress shows herself in one
of her most charming lights. She is, indeed, an ideal

